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Abstract

In the digital age, the proliferation of misinformation poses significant challenges
to democratic discourse, particularly in electoral contexts. This paper employs multi-
agent simulation using large language models (LLM) to examine misinformation dy-
namics in Taiwan’s electoral environment. Leveraging the Research on China Im-
age survey data, we develop 500 LLM-operated respondent agents whose personas
and political beliefs are calibrated to reflect real survey responses. Through a pre-
registered experimental design, we investigate how personal attitudes and political
beliefs influence the processing and sharing of misinformation, focusing on two criti-
cal research questions: (1) what individual characteristics predict belief in and sharing
of misinformation, and (2) do fact-checking interventions minimize misinformation
spread or potentially deepen agent misperceptions about facts? By combining tra-
ditional survey experimental design with multi-agent simulations, this pre-register
report provides substantial insights into how individual characteristics shape mis-
information dynamics and enhances our understanding of the effectiveness of fact-
checking interventions.
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Introduction

In the age of digital communication, social media has displaced legacy media as the
primary channel for information dissemination and news consumption (Flintham et al.,
2018; Boczkowski et al., 2018; Ahlers, 2006). With the lines between factual reporting
and misinformation increasingly blurring, our digitally-mediated public spheres provide
openings for nefarious actors to spread disinformation. What distinguishes misinforma-
tion from disinformation is that while the former refers to the unintentional sharing of
false information, the latter involves deliberate deception (Lim and Donovan, 2021). As
intentionality is hard to prove, and coordinated influence campaigns can be hard to trace,
for the purposes of this paper, we will mostly adopt the term ‘misinformation’ .

Previous experimental studies have made significant contributions to understanding
misinformation dynamics, particularly in identifying individuals’ susceptibility to false
information (i.e., Maertens et al., 2021; Rathje et al., 2023; Pennycook et al., 2020), explor-
ing the role of cognitive reflection in fake news discernment (Bago et al., 2020; Fazio,
2020; Pennycook and Rand, 2021), and determining the effectiveness of fact-checking and
debunking interventions (Chan et al., 2017; Roozenbeek et al., 2024; Lewandowsky and
van der Linden, 2021; Thorson, 2015). While these studies have highlighted how misin-
formation spreads through social networks and how individual differences influence in-
formation processing and sharing behaviors, a key limitation in this research domain lies
in the costly and ethically complex nature of experiments involving human subjects. For
example, researchers investigating how people respond to misinformation need to con-
sider and address the consequences of exposing participants to false information. Within
misinformation research, deception is often deemed necessary, as participants may alter
their behaviors when they know that the information they will be shown is potentially
misleading (Murphy and Greene, 2023).

Although there is a norm against the use of deception in experimental economics, de-
ception is commonly used in the political psychology research tradition (Dickson, 2011),
provided that certain conditions are met, including participant debriefing Boynton et al.
(2013). However, the practice of debriefing is reported in less than a third of misinforma-
tion articles (Greene et al., 2023), suggesting that ethical compliance remains an issue. At
the same time, institutional review boards have placed greater restrictions on the use of
deception (Kimmel, 2007; Boynton et al., 2013). In this paper, we seek to avoid potential
ethical pitfalls of misinformation research by conducting research on respondent agents.



Researchers have proposed tapping on LLM-powered agents to test and develop tech-
nical or human countermeasures that can fight misinformation in real-world situations
(Pastor-Galindo et al., 2024). In the same vein, this article uses experimentation with
LLM-powered agents, created based on anonymous survey respondents, to contribute to
our understanding of misinformation dynamics in democracies.

The empirical focus of our study is Taiwan, where prevalent misinformation narra-
tives allow us to study susceptibility to misinformation in a commercialized and deregu-
lated media environment. Taiwan is a compelling case because it is simultaneously one of
the world’ s freest environments for expression, and the country ranked by the Varieties
of Democracy Institute as the most targeted by foreign disinformation operations (V-Dem
Institute, 2019). According to one estimate, China bombards Taiwan with 2,400 individ-
ual pieces of disinformation daily, with the contents aimed at dividing and demoralizing
Taiwanese society (Harold et al., 2021). Seen in this light, Taiwan is the proverbial “ca-
nary in the coal mine” that can signal emerging patterns of misinformation and foreign
interference in democracies (Chang et al., 2024). Primary misinformation narratives in
Taiwan, especially during its election seasons, are aimed at attacking its relationship and
national defense arrangements with the United States, and at undermining trust in the
integrity of its government and its democratic institutions (Chang et al., 2024; Li, 2023).

For our study, we implement a quasi-experimental design using a multi-agent sys-
tem (MAS) integrated with large language models (LLMs). While previous research has
demonstrated the effectiveness of multi-agent frameworks in social media environments
(Gao et al., 2023; Ross et al., 2019; Du et al., 2024), we extend this application to misinfor-
mation simulation by experimenting on agent personas derived from anonymized survey
respondent data from the 2023 China Image Survey (Wu, 2024).!

With the advent of LLM-based research, researchers can now create generative agents
that exhibit remarkably human-like traits - from nuanced reasoning and self-reflection to
strategic planning (Yao et al., 2022; Jiang et al., 2024). This has paved the way for scholars
to simulate and analyze increasingly complex patterns of social interaction and ethically
sensitive phenomena in controlled experimental settings. Further, there is promising ev-

idence that such generative agents can successfully replicate the attitudes and behaviors

IThe Research on China Image Survey, directed by Dr. Chung-li Wu, is a long-term survey project
conducted by the Institute of Political Science at Academia Sinica in Taiwan since 2014. The survey in-
vestigates Taiwanese public perceptions of mainland China across multiple dimensions, including eth-
nic identity, unification-independence issues, cross-strait relations, economic relations, trade partnerships,
and educational exchanges. The 2024 wave of the survey comprises a sample of 3,053 respondents (see
https://srda.sinica.edu.tw/plan/?idx=SRDA.AS027).
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of the individuals that they represent. For example, Park et al. (2024) found that gen-
erative agents constructed based on human participants can replicate those participants’
responses in a survey with 85% accuracy.

To better align our agents with Taiwan’s unique political and cultural environment,
we specifically use the fine-tuned model Llama 3-TAIDE-LX-8B-Chat-Alphal de-
veloped by TAIDE Team (2025), which is tailored for the Taiwanese context, to create
agent respondents based on anonymized survey data. These agents are designed to sim-
ulate the response patterns of actual survey respondents within the context of Taiwan’s
2024 presidential pre-election period, accurately capturing their demographic character-
istics, political preferences, and belief systems.

We use the Aut oGen framework to build a multi-agent system for simulating respon-
dent behavior and managing our experimental environment. Aut oGen is an open-source
Python framework that facilitates collaborative interactions among multiple LLM-based
agents (Wu et al., 2023). This framework enables us to design and orchestrate a misin-
formation prototype with agents in distinct roles: UserProxyAgent simulates respon-
dents, ConversableAgent manages the survey dialogue, and AssistantAgent pro-
cesses and responds to inter-agent communications while evaluation agents monitor and
validate responses.

Following Woffinden-Luey and Kis (2024), we implement an agent evaluation system
comprising three specialized evaluation agents (CriticAgent, QuantifierAgent,and
VerifierAgent) that work alongside AssistantAgent in AutoGen. These agents
collaborate to continuously monitor and validate the consistency between respondent
agents’ behaviors (UserProxyAgent) and their assigned personas, ensuring alignment
with the original survey respondents” socioeconomic backgrounds. The survey manager
agent (ConversableAgent) orchestrates the entire automated workflow, controlling all
aspects of the experimental survey process. To enhance coherent reasoning in respondent
agents, our MAS prototype implements a Reasoning-Acting-Observation (Re-Act) mech-
anism (Arabzadeh et al., 2024a,b), enabling them to react to misinformation exposure

based on their pre-assigned personas and experimental settings.

Theory and Hypotheses

Information manipulation has had tangible effects on Taiwan. For example, following
local elections in 2018 that dealt crushing losses to the incumbent Democratic Progressive



Party, a survey found that among voters who were exposed to news articles containing
disinformation, more than 50% had cast their votes under the impression that the articles
were accurate and authoritative (Wang, 2020).

As the country most targeted globally by foreign disinformation operations, there are
three main factors underpinning Taiwan’ s vulnerable position. The first is Chinese media
manipulation, which has been characterised by Taiwanese leaders as “cognitive warfare”
(Davidson, 2022). Although precise attribution is often difficult, many exposed cases of
disinformation in Taiwan can be linked to the Chinese state (Rauchfleisch et al., 2023;
Wang et al., 2020; Hung and Hung, 2022). The second is Taiwan’ s deregulated commer-
cial media landscape, which is “dominated by sensationalism and the pursuit of profit”
(Reporters Without Borders, 2024). This open information environment facilitates the
spreading of propaganda and misinformation, be it through domestic pro-unification me-
dia that take instructions directly from China, profit-oriented content farms, domestic so-
cial media influencers, or Chinese state actors (Wang, 2020; Hung and Hung, 2022; Wang
et al., 2020). The third is political polarization within Taiwanese society, and this is im-
portant because foreign disinformation has been found to be key in driving polarization
in societies with existing high degrees of polarization (Vasist et al., 2024). The main cleav-
age in Taiwan is not the left-right divide that we see in Western democracies. Rather, the
fundamental disagreement relates to Taiwan’ s relationship with China (Huang and Kuo,
2022; Hsiao and Cheng, 2014; Sheng, 2002). This cleavage is also reflected in a polarised
information environment, with media outlets arrayed along China-friendly, ‘pan-Blue’
lines or pro-sovereignty, ‘pan-Green’ lines (Hsu, 2014; Rawnsley et al., 2016).

As contemporary misinformative narratives are mostly aimed at attacking the pol-
icy stances of the pro-sovereignty incumbent party, following Van Bavel et al. (2024)’
s Identity-based Model of Political Belief, we posit that these narratives should appeal
more to supporters of the opposition camp led by the Kuomingtang (KMT). Hence, the

four main hypotheses of this study are as follows:

H1: Respondent agents who prefer for Taiwan to have a closer relationship with China

are more likely to rate misinformation on Taiwanese external politics as reliable.

H2: Respondent agents who prefer for Taiwan to have a closer relationship with China

are more likely to rate misinformation on Taiwanese internal politics as reliable.

H3: Respondent agents who prefer for Taiwan to have a closer relationship with China

are more likely to share misinformation on Taiwanese external politics.
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H4: Respondent agents who prefer for Taiwan to have a closer relationship with China

are more likely to share misinformation on Taiwanese internal politics.

Despite Taiwan’ s vulnerability to media manipulation, the government’ s approach
is seen as an example to learn from the European Parliament (2023). Its approach, which
largely avoids heavy-handed regulation, taps on civil society to debunk and prebunk
disinformation and misinformation. However, there is some doubt over the efficacy of
factchecking and debunking interventions in polarized democracies, because partisan be-
haviour — and not ignorance — is found to be driving the sharing of fake news (Osmund-
sen et al., 2021; Reinero et al., 2024). Accordingly, we have two additional hypotheses:

H5: Respondent agents in the treatment group (exposed to debunking message) will be
more likely to revise down the reliability rating for the misinformation on Taiwanese

external politics, compared to those in the control group.

H6: Respondent agents in the treatment group (exposed to debunking message) will be
more likely to revise down the reliability rating for the misinformation on Taiwanese

internal politics, compared to those in the control group.

Multi-Agent System: Design, Implementation and Experi-
ment Prototype

In the AutoGen0.2 framework (Wu et al., 2023; Microsoft, 2025), three major agent ar-
chitectures from AutoGen serve distinct functions. AssistantAgent excels at task su-
pervision and problem-solving; UserProxyAgent performs as a human-machine actor,
executing code and providing human judgment based on pre-defined personas; while
Conversational-Agent focuses on multi-turn dialogues and context management. In
our prototype, when applied to survey research, these agents fit perfectly into differ-
ent roles: UserProxy-Agent simulates diverse survey respondents providing varied
responses; Assistant-Agent effectively analyzes and evaluates survey responses, per-
forming quality control; and ConversationalAgent serves as our survey manager,
coordinating the entire process and ensuring smooth execution, together forming an effi-
cient and scalable solution for survey research.

Figure 1 presents our multi-agent framework for misinformation survey experiments.

The workflow consists of three main phases. In the Preparation Phase I M, we ini-
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Figure 1: Multi-Agent System Prototype for Misinformation Survey Experiment
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tialize respondent agents with personas derived from the Research on China Image Survey
(Wu et al., 2023). The Evaluation Phase II

ture with three key checkpoints: first validating agent consistency with their established

employs an automated evaluation architec-

personas after initialization, then examining their attention check responses, and finally

monitoring their reactions to experimental questions. In the Experimental Phase III I,

qualified agents participate in a randomized controlled trial that includes pre-treatment

questionnaires, exposure to treatment conditions with debunking information, and post-

\



treatment surveys.

For post-treatment responses, we implement the ReAct mechanism enabling respon-
dent agents to formulate judgments by synthesizing their predefined personas with their
experimental information exposure. Throughout the process, the Survey Manager is
responsible for initiating the entire experiment, collecting experimental results, and re-
ceiving messages from verified agents, overseeing all experimental data for comprehen-
sive analysis. In the following sections, we detail the operational mechanisms of each

phase in our framework.

Preparation Phase I: Agent Initialization and Persona Construction

To test our hypotheses, we plan to conduct a survey experiment with 510 LLM-operated
respondett agents. These agents are initialized with the L1ama 3-TAIDE-LX-8B-Chat-
Alphal model, which was finetuned and released by TAIDE Team (2025) and has been
specifically designed to understand and process Taiwan-specific cultural and linguistic
contexts.’

In our implementation prototype, we simulate respondent behaviors based on anony-
mized real-world data from the Research on China Image Survey conducted in Taiwan since
2013 (Wu, 2024). When simulating responses to misinformation scenarios, we created au-
thentic agent personas that genuinely represent the perspectives of Taiwanese citizens in
the context of the prior 2024 presidential election. In our experiment, we use the respon-
dent samples that participate in both the 2024 and 2025 waves, with a total of 510 human
participants.

Our multi-agent prototype incorporates a total of 38 questions from the 2024 wave
across 6 categories to create our agent respondents: 6 demographic questions, 10 polit-

2L,1ama 3-TAIDE-LX-8B-Chat-Alphal is based on Meta’s LLaMA3-8b foundation model, fine-
tuned with text resources and training materials from various Taiwanese domains to improve the model’s
capabilities in Traditional Chinese responses and performance on specific tasks. The model was fine-tuned
by TAIDE Team (2025) with support from Taiwan’s Ministry of Science and Technology National Science
Laboratory. This is the latest large Traditional Chinese model that has been fine-tuned on numerous
Taiwan-specific datasets, including a variety of news sources from Taiwan (Central News Agency, ETto-
day News, etc.), legislative information (Taiwan Legislative Yuan Gazette), research project abstracts from
Taiwan’s Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan academic conference paper abstracts, Taiwan Min-
istry of Education’s Mandarin Dictionary and Idiom Dictionary, and various government resources such as
the Executive Yuan’s “National Situation Overview,” the Ministry of Culture’s “National Cultural Memory
Database,” the National Development Council’s “Archives Teaching Support Network,” and the Ministry
of Transportation’s “Traffic Safety Portal.” This model was developed from Meta’s Llama-3-8B foundation
and has undergone extensive benchmark testing, details of which can be found on their Hugging Face page:
https://huggingface.co/taide/Llama-3.1-TAIDE-LX-8B-Chat.
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ical attitude and attention questions, 3 national identity questions, 7 China-US-Taiwan
relation questions, 8 US skepticism questions, and 4 economic assessment questions.’
The JSON example below illustrates how each human survey response is structured
to initialize agent personas in our multi-agent system. To make the prompts more nat-
ural, we systematically converted the original questionnaire into first-person format. In
this structure, square brackets represent the respondent’s original answer choices, while
parentheses and items beginning with “v-" indicate the questionnaire id from 2024 wave
of the Research on China Image Survey. The format encapsulates comprehensive citizen
attributes, including demographic information, political attitudes, identity, and perspec-

tives on cross-strait relations and attitudes toward the United States.

{"respondent_4436": {

"name": "Voter ID_4436",

"description": "Taipei City Resident",

"system_message": """

Demographic Characteristics:

I was born in the [65th] year of the Republic of China year (v39). My
highest education level is [Technical college/University (06)] (v43). My
total household income is between [NT$90,000 and NT$109,999 (06)] (v48).
My household registration is in [Taipei City] (v40). My father is
[Taiwanese Hokkien (02)] (v42).

Political Attitude:

I support the [Democratic Progressive Party (01)] (v46), and my
support for this party is [moderate (02)] (v47). Overall, I am [somewhat
interested (03)] in political matters (v34). I am [satisfied (03)] with
the overall performance of the Tsai Ing-wen government (v35). If there
were a presidential election tomorrow, I would vote for [Willian Lai]
(v8) . If there were presidential and legislative elections tomorrow, I
[definitely would (04)] go vote (v13). I [somewhat (03)] pay attention to
media coverage of US-China-Taiwan relations (v29). I consider [Chinese

people (02)] to be untrustworthy (v37).

National Identity:

I feel [very proud (04)] to be Taiwanese (v36). Regarding Taiwan’s
future, I agree more with [maintaining the status quo now, moving toward
independence later (02)] (v38). When asked whether I consider myself

"Taiwanese,’ ’'Chinese,’ or both, I consider myself [Taiwanese (01)] (v4l).

3 All survey questions used to create agent personas are derived from the 2024 Research on China Image
Survey, as detailed in Appendix 1.




N

The China-US-Taiwan Relations and cross—-Strait War Perception

I believe that in the next 10 to 20 years, China is [likely (03)] to
use military force to attack Taiwan (v4s4); while in the next 5 to 10
years, China is [unlikely (02)] to use military force to attack Taiwan
(v4s5). If China uses military force to attack Taiwan, I think the United
States would [likely (03)] directly send troops to assist Taiwan (v7). If
war breaks out between Taiwan and China, I [would (04)] resist (v32). My
overall impression of the United States is [good (03)] (v30), and my
overall impression of China is [bad (02)] (v31l). If a war breaks out
between Taiwan and China, I believe that most Taiwanese people [would
(04)] resist (v33).

The Skepticism Attitude toward the United States:

I believe that currently, in terms of military power between the US

and China, [the US is somewhat stronger (02)] (vl1l6); while 20 years
later, [China will be somewhat stronger (04)] (v17). Regarding economic
power, currently [they are equally strong (03)] (v1l8); 20 years later,
[China will be somewhat stronger (04)] (v19). Concerning the US influence

on the Taiwan Strait, on a scale of 0 to 10, I rate it [7] (v20), leaning
toward the view that the US promotes stability across the Taiwan Strait.
Regarding China’s influence on Taiwan, on a scale of 0 to 10, I rate it
[3] (v21), leaning toward the view that China poses a significant threat
to Taiwan’s national security and democratic freedoms. On the question of
which side Taiwan should lean toward, on a scale of 0 to 10, I rate it

[8] (v22), leaning toward the view that Taiwan should lean toward the US.

Economic Performance Evaluation:
I believe that Taiwan’s current economic situation is [somewhat

better (04)] than it was 1 year ago (v25). I feel that my current

personal economic situation is [about the same (03)] compared to 1 year
ago (v27). Regarding Taiwan’s economic situation in the next year, I
think it [will become good (04)] (v26). As for my personal economic

situation in the next year, I believe it will remain [about the same
(03)1 (v28).

mmon }

N
@
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Evaluation Phase II: Agent Evaluation Architecture

To evaluate the robustness and behavioral consistency of our survey-based agents, we im-
plement a multi-agent evaluation framework based on AgentEval evaluation procedure
(Woffinden-Luey and Kis, 2024; Arabzadeh et al., 2024b). Our system comprises three spe-
cialized evaluation agents (CriticAgent, QuantifierAgent, and VerifierAgent)
that work alongside AssistantAgent in AutoGen. While the original AgentEval
framework focuses on assessing the utility of LLM applications (Woffinden-Luey and Kis,
2024; Arabzadeh et al., 2024b), we adapt it specifically to monitor and validate three key
aspects: 1. how agent respondents maintain their pre-defined survey personas when ex-
posed to misinformation, 2. the thought processes of agent respondents using the ReAct
framework, and 3. their attention maintenance throughout the experiment. In the fol-
lowing sub-sections, we document the roles and responsibilities of each evaluation agent
during different phases.

CriticAgent

Before agents enter the experimental phase, the CriticAgent conducts initial verifica-
tion of their personas, examining consistency of fundamental attributes including gender,
educational background, and place of residence. These core demographic characteristics
were selected because they should remain constant regardless of any exogenous infor-
mation exposure, ensuring consistency from pre-treatment to post-treatment stages. In
addition, we utilize the CriticAgent to ensure that agent respondents’ answers must
tall within the scale options (1)-(5) or select the (96) skip option.

In the Evaluation Phase II as shown in Figure 1, the CriticAgent systematically
verifies whether agents created in the Preparation Phase II maintain consistency with
their predefined personas. Specifically, we ask agents to respond to questions from the
2023 Research on China Image survey, focusing on gender (v17), educational background
(v3), and place of residence (v6). The QuantifierAgent processes and calculates the
evaluation scores from these responses, while the VerifierAgent determines whether
respondent agents need to return to the Preparation Phase I. If the evaluation is suc-
cessful, agents proceed to the experimental phase; if not, we initiate a second attempt at
agent generation, with a maximum of two tries permitted. After two failed attempts, we

mark and document these cases as failed samples for further analysis.
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QuantifierAgent

The QuantifierAgent monitors and integrates data from two key areas. First, it over-
sees agent performance in the Experimental Phase III, specifically focusing on ReAct
mechanism responses and attention check validation before post-treatment questions.
Second, it processes the evaluation results from the Crit icAgent’sinitial persona checks
in the Evaluation Phase III.

The QuantifierAgent analyzes these data through a systematic measurement frame-

work with three core functions:

1. Response Quality Scoring: evaluates the coherence and relevance of agent responses
through standardized metrics, including response completeness and logical consis-

tency

2. Persona Alignment Measurement: quantifies consistency with predefined persona
characteristics using demographic and attitudinal indicators

3. Pattern Matching Evaluation: analyzes behavioral patterns throughout the experi-

mental process to detect potential anomalies or inconsistencies in response patterns

After processing, the QuantifierAgent compiles and transmits the comprehensive

evaluation results to the VerifierAgent for final validation.

VerifierAgent

The VerifierAgent serves two primary verification functions in our framework. First,
it validates the basic demographic consistency checks performed by the CriticAgent
during initial persona verification. If differences are detected between the agent’s re-
sponses and their predefined characteristics, the VerifierAgent returns the case to the
CriticAgent for reassessment.

Second, it processes information from the experimental phase, specifically focusing
on attention check results and agent responses during ReAct interactions. For these ex-
perimental phase evaluations, rather than initiating additional verification cycles, the
VerifierAgent compiles and forwards the assessment results directly to the Survey

Manager for final review.

12



Experimental Phase III: Experimental Design and Procedure

To examine our research questions, we implement an experimental design where 510
LLM-powered agents are randomly assigned to control group and treatment group. Table
1 presents our experimental design and procedure. In the pre-treatment phase, we expose
all agent respondents to two pieces of false information about US military and vaccine
information. Then, we ask them to evaluate the reliability of each statement, and their
likelihood to share, on a 5-point scale (Q1-Q4).

In the post-treatment questions, we expose the treatment group to a message inform-
ing them that the statements were fact-checked and verified to be false. The control group
is not exposed to any new messages. Once again, we ask the agent respondents from both
groups to evaluate the reliability of each statement, and their likelihood to share these
statements, on a 5-point scale (Q5-Q8). It is worth noting that to avoid potential demand
effects in LLMs,* we deliberately retained all pre-treatment misinformation statements
and questions in their original form without modification. For the treatment group, we
simply added the phrase “after seeing the fact-checking results” at the beginning of the ques-
tions. All questionnaires were administered in Traditional Chinese throughout our exper-

imental prototype.

Manipulated Variables

The manipulated variable is the presence of the debunking message:
“This statement has been verified by independent fact-checkers and proven to be false

news. FME Ll oy Fe e A A, JFgaEg B .

Measured Variables

We hypothesize that agent respondents with pro-China stance will be more likely to be-
lieve and share misinformation. There are three outcome variables. The first variable,
addressing H1 and H2, measures the respondent agents’ perceived reliability of the mis-
information statements. A high reliability rating reflects a strong belief in the misinforma-
tion statement. The second variable, addressing H3 and H4, measures the agents’ likeli-

*LLMs may exhibit a phenomenon similar to the Dunning-Kruger effect, whereby after reviewing de-
bunking exposure, LLM-operated agent respondents might overestimate their abilities when re-answering
previously examined questions. See discussion in this thread on Stack Overflow.
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Table 1: Experimental Design and Procedure

Control Group ‘ Treatment Group

No. of Agent Respondents

255 | 255

Pretreatment Question I

Have you heard American former military strategist Jack Keane say that the Ukraine
war is an investment? The US only spent $66 billion to make Ukraine fight with Russia...
Keane then mentioned that Taiwan is the same, Taiwanese citizens are Americans’ “in-
vestment” in cheap warfare. America is cold and calculating, with no real intention to
help Taiwan!

Q1. Please read the above statement and evaluate its reliability. (1)Very unreliable (2)Un-
reliable (3)Undecided (4) Reliable (5) Very reliable (96) Skip question.

Q2. After reading this statement, how likely are you to share it on social media? (1)Very
unlikely (2)Unlikely (3) Undecided (4)Likely (5)Very likely (96) Skip question.

Pretreatment Question 11

Those who get flu vaccines annually should be careful! The Ministry of Health and Wel-
fare is now opening backdoors again, letting Medigen import cheap foreign vaccines with-
out even doing research? This unscrupulous government is just trying to make money,
common people must keep their eyes wide open! They won’t take responsibility if some-
thing goes wrong!

Q3. Please read the above statement and evaluate its reliability. (1) Very unreliable (2)
Unreliable (3) Undecided (4)Reliable (5) Very reliable (96) Skip question.

Q4. After reading this statement, how likely are you to share it on social media? (1) Very

unlikely (2)Unlikely (3) Undecided (4)Likely (5)Very likely (96) Skip question.

Treatment

None

Debunk Message Exposure

Post-treatment Question I

The same misinformation statement shown
in Q1 and Q2.

Q5. Please re-evaluate the reliability of the
above statement. (1)Very unreliable (2)Un-
reliable (3)Undecided (4) Reliable (5) Very
reliable (96) Skip question.

Q6. After reading this statement, how
likely are you to share it on social media?
(1)Very unlikely (2)Unlikely (3) Undecided
(4)Likely (5)Very likely (96) Skip question.

The same misinformation statement shown
in Q1 and Q2.

Q5. After seeing the fact-checking results,
please re-evaluate the reliability of the
above statement. (1) Very unreliable (2)
Unreliable (3) Undecided (4)Reliable (5)
Very reliable (96) Skip question.

Q6. After seeing the fact-checking results, after
reading this statement, how likely are you
to share it on social media?(1) Very unlikely
(2)Unlikely (3) Undecided (4)Likely (5)Very
likely (96) Skip question.

Post-treatment Question II

The same misinformation statement shown
in Q3 and Q4

Q7. Please re-evaluate the reliability of the
above statement. (1)Very unreliable (2)Un-
reliable (3)Undecided (4) Reliable (5) Very
reliable (96) Skip question.

Q8. After reading this statement, how
likely are you to share it on social media?
(1)Very unlikely (2)Unlikely (3) Undecided
(4)Likely (5)Very likely (96) Skip question.

The same misinformation statement shown
in Q3 and Q4

Q7. After seeing the fact-checking results,
please re-evaluate the reliability of the
above statement. (1) Very unreliable (2)
Unreliable (3) Undecided (4)Reliable (5)
Very reliable (96) Skip question.

Q8. After seeing the fact-checking results, after
reading this statement, how likely are you
to share it on social media?(1) Very unlikely
(2)Unlikely (3) Undecided (4)Likely (5)Very
likely (96) Skip question.
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hood of sharing the misinformation statements. Finally, the third variable, addressing H5
and H6, is a repeated measure of the reliability rating. Changes (downward revisions) to

the reliability ratings across the board imply that the debunking intervention is effective.

Control Variables

The control variables for analyzing agent respondents include party identification, eth-
nic identification and political affiliation, political predisposition variables, and national
identity and geopolitical predisposition variables.

Analysis Plan

As the main hypotheses examine how agent respondents’ attitudes toward China in-
fluence misinformation susceptibility, we divided our 510 respondent agents (255 con-
trol, 255 treatment) into two groups. To ensure balance between treatment and control
groups, we used stratified sampling based on the actual distribution of geographic re-
gions (Northern, Central, and Southern Taiwan) in our selected 510 sample from the 2024

wave Research on China Survey.

Regression Design

For hypotheses H1-4, we employ OLS regression to estimate how respondent agents who
desire to have a closer relationship with China influence their susceptibility to misinfor-

mation:

Yit = Bo + B1Dprochina + v Xi + €ix (0.1)

where Dprochina T€presents respondent agents who prefer closer relations with China.
These preferences come from how humans answered in the survey including questions

SWe recoded Taiwan’s counties and cities into four main regions. The northern region includes Keelung
City, Taipei City, New Taipei City, Taoyuan City, Hsinchu City, Hsinchu County, and Yilan County; the cen-
tral region includes Miaoli County, Taichung City, Changhua County, and Nantou County; the southern
region includes Chiayi City, Yunlin County, Chiayi County, Tainan City, Kaohsiung City, and Pingtung
County; while the other regions category combines Taitung County, Hualien County, Penghu County, Kin-
men County, Lienchiang County. “’Others”, ‘Skip” and “Missing” (99) are recoded as other regions. The
sample distribution shows 237 samples from the north, 79 from the central region, 113 from the south, and
only 11 from other regions.
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Figure 2: Geographic Distribution of Agent Respondents Based on the 2024 Wave Re-
search on China Image Survey

Control Treatment

Other regions

0

Central

25 50 75 100 0 25 50 75 100
Number of Agent Respondents

about cross-strait unification (v38), ethnic identity (v41), overall impression of China
(v31), and several questions regarding US-China-Taiwan relations (v16-v22). Y} captures
two key outcome measures for agent i responding to misinformation statement k: belief
in the statement’s reliability (5-point scale) and likelihood of sharing it (5-point scale). X;
represents demographic control variables.

For hypotheses H5-6, we implement a difference-in-difference design to estimate the
effectiveness of debunking interventions:

Yit - ,BO + ,BlDtreatment + ﬁZPOStt + ﬁ3(Dtreatment X POStt) + 164DproChina + 7Xi + it (02)

where Yj; represents outcomes for respondent agent i at time t, Direatment indicates
treatment group assignment (1=¢reatment, 0=contror), Post: is a dummy variable indicating
the post-treatment period, and the interaction term Dyyeqtment X Post; captures the causal
effect of debunking exposure. Dy,ocping represents whether the respondent agent has pro-
China characteristics, and yX; is a vector of control variables including agent’s gender,
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party affiliation and level of political interest, etc.

Regression Robustness Estimation
We will conduct several robustness checks including;:
¢ Parallel trends assumption tests;

¢ Heterogeneous effects analysis by demographic subgroups.

Pilot Test

In our pilot test, we randomly selected 25 participants each from the control group and
treatment group for testing our misinformation prototype. The treatment group received
debunking messages while the control group did not. We used independent samples t-
tests to compare pre-post differences between the two groups across four misinformation-
related questions (US Military Info Reliability, US Military Info Sharing Intention, Vaccine
Info Reliability, and Vaccine Info Sharing Intention). We calculated pre-post difference
scores, grouped by question type, conducted t-tests, and estimated Cohen’s d effect sizes
to assess practical significance. Figure 2 shows the statistical analysis of score differences
between groups, revealing significant differences (p<.01) and large effect sizes (d range:
-.88 to -1.99) across all four indicators. In addition, as illustrated in Figure 3, we found
that the debunking message intervention significantly reduced participants’ perceived

reliability and willingness to share both US military and vaccine-related information.

Table 2: Statistical Analysis of Score Differences Between Control and Treatment Groups

Question t-value p-value Mean Diff Cohen’s d
US Military Info Reliability -7.35  0.000%** -1.00 -1.91
US Military Info Sharing Intention  -3.67  0.001** -0.61 -0.95
Vaccine Info Reliability -7.66  0.000*** -0.75 -1.99
Vaccine Info Sharing Intention -3.38  0.002** -0.36 -0.88

Note: * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.001. Negative mean differences and Cohen’s d values
indicate lower scores in the treatment group compared to the control group.
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Figure 3: Pre-treatment and Post-treatment Mean Score Changes by Misinformation Type
for Control and Treatment Groups

US Military Info Reliability US Military Info Sharing Intention
*r— 9
2.0
Lo
LD
=15 - —e
o
o
8 Vaccine Info Reliability Vaccine Info Sharing Intention
c
® 20
= !
[ 4
15
Pre-test Post-test Pre-test Post-test
-e- Control Treatment

Power Analysis

We used GxPower (version 3.1.9.2),developed by Heinrich Heine University Diis-
seldorf, to calculate the required sample size for our experimental design.® For our anal-
ysis, we set the following parameters: effect size (f> = 0.05), B/« ratio of 10, total sample
size of 510, and 8 predictors. With these parameters, GxPower calculated a noncentrality
parameter A of 25.5, a critical F value of 2.5, with numerator degrees of freedom of 8 and
denominator degrees of freedom of 501. The resulting Type I error probability (« error)
was 0.0102216, Type II error probability (B error) was 0.102, yielding a power (1-p error)
of 0.897, which is approximately 90%.

®G+Power software can calculate the minimum required sample size based on the statistical analysis
method chosen by researchers, after setting parameters such as statistical power, effect size (f2), degrees of
freedom, and significance level («) (Faul et al., 2009).
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1 Construction of Agent Personas Using the 2024 China

Image Survey

The persona construction draws from the 2024 China Image Survey, primarily establish-

ing agent personas based on four key dimensions that reflect the complex interplay of

individual characteristics, political stance, and social attitudes during the context leading

up to the 2024 presidential election.

Demographic Characteristics

v49

v39

v43

v48

v40

75 M7 What is your gender? (01) 3544 Male; (02) %1% Female; (03)
Other

M R R W —4F 1427 What year were you born in the Republic of China
(ROC) calendar? ROC Year (Value range: 1-91) (96) Skip question (99) Missing
value

A, R R R4 (SESEEUREET) What is your highest level of ed-
ucation (including incomplete studies or currently enrolled)? (01) F=F{HARA
£ Literate but no formal education; (02) /N2 Elementary school; (03) %]/ B+
Junior high school; (04) = H# High school / Vocational school; (05) %} Junior
college;(06) H: 17 E&R¢ / K2 Technical college/University; (07) W52 fT (fE 1)
Graduate school (Master’s/PhD).

an ], BRERFEENRER S, 5 HNEIA KL 22 /0? What is the approx-
imate total monthly income of you and your household members living to-
gether? (01) 19,999 Jt & PAF NT$19,999 and below; (02) 20,000 jT % 29,999
7t NT$20,000 to 29,999; (03) 30,000 JtZ 49,999 Jt NT$30,000 to 49,999; (04)
50,000 J£ & 69,999 5& NT$50,000 to 69,999; (05) 70,000 y£ % 89,999 £ NT$70,000
to 89,999; (06) 90,000 stz 109,999 jt NT$90,000 to 109,999; (07)110,000 stz
129,999 Jt NT$110,000 to 129,999; (08) 130,000 Jt % 149,999 st NT$130,000 to
149,999; (09)150,000 5t} A I NT$150,000 and above; (96) #k%F Skip question;
(97) %138 Don’t know; (98) #H%F Refuse to answer; (99) i# s {H Missing value.

15 1A H ai P EEFEMES 15?7 In which city / county is your household registra-
tion? [Answer the 21 counties/cities or (98) % Refuse to answer; (99) i& i {E
Missing value. ]
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v42

A M EASCBL R AR ERN . AR A TRSETA, B HR? Isyour father
Taiwanese Hakka, Taiwanese Hokkien, Mainlander from various provinces of
China, or Indigenous? (01) Taiwanese Hakka; (02) Taiwanese Hokkien; (03)
Mainlander from various provinces of China; (04) Indigenous peoples; (05)
Other.

Political Attitude and Interest

v46

v47

v34

v35

v8

v13

FH R HEC&E? Which political party? (01) K% Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP); (02) Kuomintang (KMT); (03) 2 X sk & Taiwan People’s Party;
(04) Fpft J1 & New Power Party; (05) i £ % Taiwan Statebuilding Party;
(06) & New Party; (07) £t Green Party; (08) #i [X.# People First Party; (09)
#t8r ) & Social Democratic Party; (10) #i{¢ & Taiwan-China Unification Pro-
motion Party; (14) HAth Other; (98) i Refuse to answer; (99) i# ifs{H Missing
value.

T R SR B SR B R R, 5l , 82 1A — A7 How strong is your
support for this party? (01) f25% Very strong; (02) 3 Moderate; (03) — 225
Slight; (04) F 1% Depends on circumstances ; (98) % Refuse to answer; (99)
Ew{d Missing valu.

LAY, I BRI S BN BELER? Overall, are you interested in politi-
cal matters? (01) JEH A B4R Very uninterested; (02) A S A B4R Somewhat
uninterested; (03) £5 /8% ik Somewhat interested; (04) dE# %R Very inter-
ested; (05) HAh Other; (98) % Refuse to answer; (99) i# i {E Missing valu.

Fi T TS B SR I R B R B NI EL? - Are you satisfied with the overall per-
formance of the Tsai Ing-wen government? (01) JE# A #7 Very dissatisfied;
(02) A~ Dissatistied; (03) #7& Satisfied; (04) L% & Very satistied (05) H:
ft Others ; (98) % Refuse to answer; (99) i#is{E Missing valu.

B AR ARG T S R B R, (Ao
Next, we’d like to ask about your views on next year’s presidential election: If
there were a presidential election tomorrow, who would you vote for? [option
or (98) % Refuse to answer; (99) i#if{d Missing valu.]

WERHI R AR R B G B Z B, BgAgEEE?  If there were presi-
dential and legislative elections tomorrow, would you go vote? (01) —& A&
Definitely will not; (02) Will not; (03) Might/Possibly will; (04) Definitely will;
(05) Other; (96) Skip question; (99) Missing value
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v13

v29

v29

v37

IR KA LR R SRR B, EAGEAIE?  If there were presi-
dential and legislative elections tomorrow, would you go vote? (01) —& A<
Definitely will not; (02) /£ Will not; (03) Al iE£ Might/Possibly will; (04) —5&
2> Definitely will; (05) H:Ath Other; (96) Bk% Skip question; (99) istifs{E Missing
value.

AR, PR — LR B AP S A g SR S h 2 R
FE H#E? Do you pay attention to media coverage of US-China-Taiwan
relations? (01) — S &A= Not at all; (02) A K= Not much; (03) A A=
Somewhat; (04) E# & Very much; (05) Other.

Hefg, FRMAR B — L IRp o) B G B P N & 5V R S vh 22 A AR
HI#T B EE? Do you pay attention to media coverage of US-China-Taiwan
relations? (01) —S&EFAHE Not at all; (02) A KHE= Not much; (03) G E5EHE
Somewhat; (04) JE# & Very much; (05) Other ; (96) #k%F Skip question; (99)
wij{d Missing value.

i M AR DA T R N B AN BEME (L7 Which of the following people do you
consider untrustworthy? (Multiple choices allowed) (01) 7% A Taiwanese;
(02) H[E A Chinese; (03) Z[E A Americans; (04) f&[E A\ Germans; (05) Fitk A
Hong Kongers; (06) #f[E A Koreans; (07) H 7 A Japanese; (08) H:Ath Other.

Political and National Identity

v36

v38

i [ 338 B o 2 NREDEAEE? Do you feel proud to be Taiwanese? (01) dE
# A E7R Not at all proud; (02) A5%%¢ Not very proud; (03) y62¢ Proud; (04) 4
# G Very proud; (05) HAth Other; ( 96) k% Skip question; ( 99) i i{E Skip
question.

FERNAE S B, BN EE AP, A NS ER P E VIR RG—, W
NFIRIAZHERFILR, 5510, SR Ml —FriiiyA?  In our society, some say Tai-
wan should become independent quickly, some say Taiwan and China should
unify quickly, while others advocate maintaining the status quo. Which state-
ment do you agree with more? (01) &% iZ/S 37 Taiwan should become
independent quickly; (02) Je4ERr Btk PASTE R4S Maintain the status quo
now, move toward independence later; (03) Jo4E5 Bk, PAURTE R Main-
tain the status quo now, decide later based on circumstances; (04) JE4ERFEAR
PAJE P [E 45— Maintain the status quo now, move toward unification with

A4



v41l

China later; (05) sk 47k Maintain the status quo forever; (06) G745 W%/
e E 45— Taiwan should unify with China quickly; (05) Hiftl Other; (96) Bk
% Skip question; (99) 5tiw{E Skip question.

AR, FAUECRE TEEAL, A AU E O THEAL, th AUEEE .
HHEANECE T AL THE AL, 83#H2? In our society, some identify
themselves as “Taiwanese”, some as “Chinese,” and some say both. Do you
consider yourself “Taiwanese,” “Chinese,” or both? (01) & A\ Taiwanese;
(02) Wi 2 Both; (03) 1l A Chinese; (04) H:fth Other; (98) #5%F Refuse to
answer; (99) i#w{H Missing value.

China-US-Taiwan Relations and Cross-Strait War Perception

v4s4

v4s5

v7

v32

v30

v31

TEARA 10 2 20 4F, HEIAEATREPAR JJIFT 21 ? Will China potentially use
military force to attack Taiwan in the next 10 to 20 years? (01) FEF AT HE Very
unlikely; (02) A1 g Unlikely; (03) mI g Likely; (04) dE# I GE Very likely; (05)
HAth Other; (96) #k#r Skipped question; (99) itils{d Missing value.

TEARKS 3] 10 47, F B #A T REAR 11247247 Will China potentially use
military force to attack Taiwan within the next 5 years? (01) JE# A0 fE Very
unlikely; (02) A 1] g Unlikely; (03) 7 g Likely; (04) E# vl GE Very likely; (05)
HAth Other; (96) Bk Skipped question; (99) i i{A Missing value.

iy AN SR P B AR AT 263, SR8 S BT AT BE H RIS AR B 227 In your
opinion, if China uses military force to attack Taiwan, how likely is it that the
United States would directly send troops to assist Taiwan? (01) JE#E AT fE Very
unlikely; (02) “~7]gg Unlikely; (03) Al fig Likely; (04) JE# 7] fE Very likely; (05)
HAth Other; (96) #k#r Skipped question; (99) iti{d Missing value.

ISR 2= T R B A B, R e AN Eihr?  If war breaks out between Taiwan
and China, would you resist? (01) — 2 Definitely not; (02) “~2 No; (03)
Al RES AT RER £ Maybe yes, maybe no; (04) £ Yes; (05) — 5 2 Definitely yes;
(06) HoAth Other; (96) Bk Skipped question; (99) j#tiis{H Missing value.

i A S I P BB I 2 47 AN 477 What is your overall impression of the United
States? (01) JE# A4 Very bad; (02) A4 Bad; (03) 4F Good; (04) JE# 4 Very
good; (05) HiAth Other; (96) Bk Skipped question; (99) it i{d Missing value.

Fi ) A R P B EN R U AN TF? What is your overall impression of China?
(01) JEH AL Very bad; (02) A4f Bad; (03) 4 Good; (04) FE#4f Very good; (05)
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v33

HAth Other; (96) Bk#: Skipped question; (99) itils{d Missing value.
WIOR 2P rp R B, RGN R M= A N g A githl? 1f a war breaks

out between Taiwan and China, do you believe that most Taiwanese people
would resist? (01) —E A2 Definitely would not; (02) A4 Would not (03) 7] fg
2t T R4 Might or might not; (04) £ Would; (05) —/& 4 Definitely would;
(06) H:Ah Other; (96) Bk Skip question; (99) it {E Missing value.

Skepticism toward the United States

v1é6

v17

v18

v19

B N ARG R G S B B B R GRS SE B B, H R B B
w7 Next, I would like to ask about your views on the United States and
China: In your opinion, which country currently has stronger military power,
the United States or China? (01) £[E 1% US much stronger; (02) & 5% —
16 US somewhat stronger; (03) —F£51 Equally strong; (04) #[E51—2% China
somewhat stronger; (05) H #5381 Z% China much stronger; (06) HAth Other; (96)
Bk Skipped question; (99) jiiifs{H Missing value.

S B AR 20 4F 010 S BB, OB (0 S ) R @ LIGER? I your opin-
ion, which country will have stronger military power 20 years from now, the
United States or China? (01) £ £ US much stronger; (02) £ [E5%—4 US
somewhat stronger; (03) —#£5% Equally strong; (04) #[E 32 China some-
what stronger; (05) #1314 China much stronger; (06) HiAt Other; (96) k%5
Skipped question; (99) &t w{H Missing value.

i [ G AR e B R B, H RTMR— B AR ) LR ? In your opinion, which
country currently has stronger economic power, the United States or China?
(01) S£HE5RMRZ US much stronger; (02) 5¢[E3#—£% US somewhat stronger; (03)
—FE51 Equally strong; (04) #1[E 3% —2 China somewhat stronger; (05) H 3
f#Z China much stronger; (06) HAth Other; (96) Bk#r Skipped question; (99) i3t
i Missing value.

MK 20 4E A1 S, WS B 4EIEE J) € I BIR? I your opin-
ion, which country will have stronger economic power 20 years from now, the
United States or China? (01) £E5%fR £ US much stronger; (02) & [E 5% —28 US
somewhat stronger; (03) —#f5# Equally strong; (04) 1 3#—4¢ China some-
what stronger; (05) #3114 China much stronger; (06) HiAtl Other; (96) k%5
Skipped question; (99) #5t{w{E Missing value.
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v20

v21

v22

REHFEBARFENEE. AN HEERRGERERE, BA A EERELS
WP REANE o WIRFOUL A e BRI ML A7 People have different views about
the United States. Some believe that the United States contributes to stability
across the Taiwan Strait, while others believe that the United States causes in-
stability across the Taiwan Strait. Which viewpoint is closer to your own? (0)
G 2 W R AR E The US causes instability across the Taiwan Strait —-
(10) e =W 12 The US promotes stability across the Taiwan Strait.

REEHFBAAFANFRL AN T EREZER S O MR ROEE, B
AN B RIS I B R A R T i AR WIRRE BB, L i i L B
Ei? People have different views about China. Some believe China represents
an opportunity for Taiwan’s trade exports and economic growth, while oth-
ers believe China poses a significant threat to Taiwan’s national security and
democratic freedoms. Which viewpoint is closer to your own? (0) H [ ¥ =
BB K e R 4 H i & R K China poses a significant threat to Taiwan's
national security and democratic freedoms —- (10) H* B /& 2 1 & 5 i 0 Fll L8375
WA @ China represents an opportunity for Taiwan’s trade exports and

economic growth

REHARGEPHRAANFEE. A NN 2ZE B LB I Lr, A A
R A L 1 R R A v o B LU WIS B L i B RS ? People have dif-
ferent views about Taiwan-US-China relations. Some believe Taiwan should
lean more toward the United States, while others believe Taiwan should lean
more toward China. Which viewpoint is closer to your own? (0) %% a]
Should lean toward China —- (5) &/ Wy %5 E Equal distance between the US
and China —- (10) %% 7] 35 B Should lean toward the US.

Economic Performance Evaluation

v25 i

v27 %

i ) A EE B EAGTOIR UL L 1 ARDARITGF . A, BiZEAZ? In your opinion,
is Taiwan’s current economic situation better, worse, or about the same as it
was 1 year ago? (01) JE# A4 Very bad; (02) L A4 Somewhat bad; (03) Z=A
Z About the same; (04) L% 41 Somewhat good; (05) 3k 4 Very good; (06) H:
ftt Other; (96) Bk Skip question; (99) jitifs{H Missing value.

A AT H O H BT AGEPRDLEE TAFPARITEF . AiF, 522 AZ?  Inyour opinion,

is your current personal economic situation better, worse, or about the same
compared to 1 year ago? (01) JEH A4 Very bad; (02) LB AL; Somewhat bad;
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v26

v28

(03) ZAZ About the same; (04) [t 1f Somewhat good; (05) JE# 4T Very good;
(06) HAh Other; (96) Bk Skip question; (99) i#i{EH Missing value.

7B MBS EE R AR VARSI DL & 58 4. AT, 825427 In your opinion,
will Taiwan’s economic situation in the next 1 year become better, worse, or
remain about the same? (01) €& E# A 4 Will become very bad; (02) €A
Will become bad; (03) 2 4%£ About the same; (04) &% i Will become good,
(05) g5k 11 Will become very good (06) HAth Other; (96) Bk% Skip question;
(99) i#ilw{E Missing value.

i [ GRS AR AR R N KR DL 2 B3 4 . |3 ATF, B 2EAZT Inyour
opinion, will your personal economic situation in the next 1 year become better,
become worse, or remain about the same? (01) &5 JE# A 4 Will become very
bad; (02) 4 A4 Will become bad; (03) 22 A% About the same; (04) i
Will become good; (05) &l 4 Will become very good (06) HAth Other; (96)
k£ Skip question; (99) i {w{H Missing value.
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2 Chinese Version of the Experimental Procedure
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Table Al: Experimental Design and Procedure

Control Group ‘ Treatment Group

Agentic Participants

255 | 255

Pretreatment Question I

PR e S i S A A S R 4 i 2 R A — L BT 7 JEIEI A 660 L TTit L
SRR B IFTAL -+ - SRR BRI IS Rt b, AT R AFTRRG it T8 1.
FKIEA BRI, BeAT A S2ba BB i X

Q1. A ERRAIF PR TRENE . (1) AERATTEE (2) A0TSR (3) AJE (4) IEE (5) ARHmT4E
(96) B

Q2. Lt puAR, EAZ M ETEA R Eor 57 (1) MORTTRE (2) AThE (3) A& (4) AT
fE (5) AEHFTRE (96) BhE

Pretreatment Question 11

THAEATRIEPE N D Y DRSSO, ks EESMISHr e, VR AR
AT JXATC R VHRER, /D8 R AT G 7 AT Tl A g o !
Q3. W FIBELA_ ERRIAHPPA AT EE . (1) JERRFTEE (2) AATEE (3) ARAE (4) WIEE (5) JHmTdi

(96) Bk

Q4. PIEIBRTE , B Z R G ErE I GRS B 527

fiE (5) AEHATHE (96) BhE

(1) FARTTHE (2) AWTHE (3) A KE (4) W

Treatment: Debunk Mes-
sage Exposure

TR AU

R Tl Ay f AN AR, TR
UES R Rt -

Post-treatment Question I

RT3k LR 4% 2 e 5 208 o e R0 5 22
At —BEe iy 7 JEE U 660 LIS CiELL
Oy R BT AL - -+ He R S B 73 e
RE—FE, RIS RIELE NS %[5
Bl SEIEEER], BEATIEMI BRI H00
Q5. PR ARG AT, (1) JEEAR
HEE (2) AATEE (B) ASE (4) WIEE (5) AFHTEE
(96) B

Q6. FIRILHUAE, A Z a7 B
b= (D) FATTRE (2) ARTEE 3B) RE (4)
HTHE (5) JEHATRE (96) BhE

PRIV ek S VD1 % 2 e K AN S R U ) 22
Pt — I 7 JEIEIE 660 L IECELL
Gy R BT AL -+ -+ JE R P B 7
SEAE, IS A RIEREAFTIEO &L [ 5
Ve Lo RIEVESRI, B IbA i) 6 i
Q5. fEFEIF LA, WO ik
PR rg T FErE. (1) ARFANEE (2) ArTEE (3)
ARIE (4) ATHE (5) ARHMTEE (96) BhE

Q6. 7Ef i FERAMETIG , PR G , &
AZIHSAAL A = (1) WA fE
(2) AIfiE (3) AAE (4) WIfiE (5) AEH M fE (96)
PR

Post-treatment Question II

TR R E0 1 IARIBE YL
KIFRGTT, ihrasns EFESMEH 2, BV
AT T SXASTCRBOR A ¥ WkER, /DT iknT
(B EyN M IFL TR VN X (U N SRR
Q7. PG EaABOAR AT, (1) FEEAR
nTEE (2) AATEE (B) ARGE (4) MTEE (5) AEH A
(96) Bt

Q8. FIRILHOA R, GF 2 R ETEAL R
Ear=r () BARRE (2) ARTEE 3B) RE (4)
FTHE (5) IEHETTRE (96) PR

EAITRERZE A ED 1 TRRIBAE YL
KIFRTT, ihrasins EESMEH 2, EUFR
WA T GXATC RN b 7 WkER, /D F kT
(R N LT N S (D SRR
Q7. AL FLARLINRG, WU Lk
PRARR AT EENE. (1) JERRTATEE (2) RATEE (3)
ASE (4) WTEE (5) AR THE (96) B

Q8. 7EF L FERMMETR)G, FIEIRA S, &
AZRHSAAL R E=? (1) BT fE
(2) AnIHE (3) AKAE (4) FIHE (5) AEH A fE (96)
B
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3 Chinese Version of the Exemplified Persona

10

{ "respondent_4436": {
"name": "Voter ID_4436",
"description": "Taipei City Resident",

nmmnn

"system_message":

(& A& k]
FRRBE6SIEFEMAE (v39) , T (v49). Fm%ﬁﬂz HW BB/ KE (06)]
(v43) . A48 %K B2 it A FE 190, 00070 £109,9997C 12

(Mmoamﬂﬁﬁwﬂhm(Mmoﬁﬁﬁ%vmﬁﬁﬁk<wn<ﬂmo

(QEEIAED |

REZFIREE (01)] (v46), HEMBEW LFHF®MEL(HE (02)]

(M7 o BEHRUL, RHEHAMEFN (A EEEE (03)]

(v34) ., BEEXBINMWEBRIIWE (03)]

(v35) . WISRPH Rt Em i A A, KRR BIEE

(v m%%%%%&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ iRz e, WI—ET (04)] ZHE
(vi3). BPHIAHER 03) | HEHETZHAMWHBHE (v29),

(B %2 ]

G AZE NRIEFAEL (04)]

(v36) . ARG MM R, R BE R EMHEREBK, UEHFEMB L (02)] (v38).
EHMAREhECR (68 A] . [HEA],

WA ZR, KRB ANBOLIZE A (01)] (v4l),

QRN D

KN RAKLOF 204, W[ w(wnuﬁﬁmﬂ%%

(v4s4); TMAERRKSFLI04E, HE[AATAE (02)] AR Ty T 2

(v4s5) . R E AR ) AT =, KR ﬁ%l Al EE (03)] H ¥R &= % B = 8
(v W%ﬁ B h g R ARk, IRIE IR

(v32 &%%lmﬁ%m%ﬁwwn(wm,%*lmﬁ%m%mﬂ<wu
(v31) . MR Z@WEh EBEEKF, KRB AR EZHZE AT (04) I (v33).

28 % 5 1

KRB EHEE P HEYESF &, (LR %
(02)1(vl6); M204F %, [H B —L& (04)] (v1i7).
ERWE S, HBEI[—HM (03)] (v1i8); 204E &, [WHE M —2 (04)] (v19).
BREBESEGHENEE, Fofi1owaxr L, RE1711H
(v20) , B MH 10 78 ok 2 B AR B & W R AR E

All




30

nmmon }

}

B EEEEMEE, FoflomER L, RG34
(v2l), WEM@EATEHEEEBNEAZEEREAHEBE R K.
BMrEEREZEm S — ), Fofl1oWEERE L, RHE(814
(v22), BEMH 10 3R R G B8R 5 3k H .

Economic Performance Evaluation:

NG 8 BTE R AL PR O L LA AR (HE R B (04) ]

(v25). BB EHCHA WKL LIFEUNR (ZAZL (03)]
(v27). HREERKIEMEERL, KB NIFEH (04)]
(v26) o T ¥R FMARKIEMEBERE, RIFHIELRZL (03)]

(v28) ,
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4 Frequency Distribution of Key Variables in our Agent

Respondents

Figure A1: Cross-Strait Unification

Control Treatment

Other
Taiwan should be unified with China as soon as possible
Maintain status quo forever

Maintain status quo, move toward unification with China later

Maintain status quo, decide later

Maintain status quo, move toward independence later

Taiwan should become independent as soon as possible
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Figure A2: National Identity
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Other |
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Figure A3: General Impression about China
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Figure A4: Resistance in a Potential War with China
Control Treatment

Other
Definitely yes
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Definitely not
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Figure A5: Party Affiliation
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